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ALDERMAN ANTHONY A. BEALE APPEALS TO AUTHORITIES 

NOT TO CHARGE WOMAN WHO ABANDONED THREE CHILDREN

Mother did “right” by leaving children at a safe haven

Alderman Anthony A. Beale, 9th Ward, is appealing to authorities not charge the mother who yesterday dropped off her three children at far South side Chicago Department fire station because she apparently can not care for them.


“The woman did the right thing by making sure the children were left in custody of professionals who can look after their welfare,” said Ald. Beale.  “No one likes to hear about children being abandoned and put at risk of being harmed.  That’s not what happened in this instance.  The mother sought help for her children because she apparently can not provide at this time the quality care they need.”

Ald. Beale also appealed to the woman to turn herself over to authorities so that she can obtain help.  He is offering to help the woman deal with authorities if she contacts him at the 9th Ward office (773-785-1100).  “I will do all that I can to make the transition to authorities as smooth as possible,” said Ald. Beale.

Ald. Beale said that if abandonment charges are brought against the mother, he would work with the Illinois General Assembly to change a law that offers immunity to parents who drop off babies within 72 hours or birth at a medical emergency facilities or manned fire station.  

-more-

That law does not apply in this case, in which the mother left three children, 4- and 2-year-old boys and a 1-year old girl, at the Chicago Fire Department’s Engine 75 station at120th and State Streets at about 9 A.M. yesterday.  The children were in good health.

According to media reports, the children were left with a note that said: “I’m sorry I don’t have a place to stay and no money for them.  Please help them because I can’t.  Just until I can.”
###

